Spinal-cord compression due to extradural amyloidosis of the cervico-occipital hinge, in a hemodialysed patient. A case report.
Long-term dialysed patients can develop an arthropathy, called dialysis arthropathy, due to the deposition and transformation of the beta2 microglobulin into amyloid. The involvement of the spine, called destructive spondyloarthropathy (DSA), occurs between 10 and 25 percent; of these patients, and sometimes causes neurological damage. The disc space narrowing, vertebral body erosion and pseudocystis, in presence of polyarthropathy, chronic renal failure, and carpal tunnel syndrome, allows to make a diagnosis of DSA, which is proved by histological finding of beta2 microglobulin-amyloid. We report a rare case of spinal cord compression due to beta2 microglobulin-amyloid deposit in extradural space of cervico-occipital hinge.